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IB.  MINSK  614 
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Classified  By:  Ambassador  Karen  Stewart  for  reason  1.4  (d) 
Summary 


11.  (C)  As  predicted,  President  Lukashenko  replaced  Belarusian  KGB  (BKGB)  Chief  Sukharenko  with  Major  General  Zhadobin,  the  former  head  of  the 
Zhadobin,  a close  associate  of  Lukashenko  and  his  son  Viktor,  has  already  been  tasked  with  making  staff  changes  within  the  BKGB  and  State  Secui 

Do  Not  Let  The  Door  Hit  You  On  The  Way  Out 


12.  (U)  The  presidential  press  department  announced  on  July  17  that  President  Aleksandr  Lukashenko  relieved  Belarusian  KGB  (BKGB)  Chief  Stepan 
Meet  The  New  Boss,  Same  As  The  Old  Boss 


13.  (U)  Zhadobin,  born  in  Dnipropetrovsk,  Ukraine  in  1954,  began  his  career  in  1972  after  joining  the  USSR  Armed  Forces.  He  graduated  from  the 

14.  (U)  According  to  human  rights  NGO  Charter97,  Zhadobin  - just  like  Sukharenko  before  him  — used  to  provide  "evidence”  to  support  Lukashenkc 
Sukharenko 's  Removal  Serves  Whose  Interests? 


15.  (U)  Human  rights  lawyer  and  former  investigator  Oleg  xxxxxxxxxxxxx  on  July  17  opined  to  reporters  that  the  BKGB  Chief's  removal  resulted  fi 

16.  (C)  In  a July  16  meeting,  xxxxxxxxxxxxx  told  Poloff  that  should  Sukharenko  be  removed,  Viktor  Lukashenko  would  fill  the  position  with  a buc 
close  associates  of  Lukashenko. 

17.  (U)  According  to  United  Civic  Party  leader  Anatoliy  Lebedko’s  July  17  interview  with  reporters,  Sukharenko 's  removal  was  the  result  of  a bi; 
Statkevich,  the  BKGB  had  long  ceased  to  be  an  "intellectual" 

organization  as  it  had  been  in  the  USSR.  Its  first  duty  was  to  show  absolute  loyalty  to  the  president,  and  professionalism  and  beliefs  came  ir 
Newspaper  Blames  Power  Shuffle  on  Scuffle  in  Mogilyov 


18.  (C)  Journalists  from  the  Belarusian  independent  website  "Your  Country’s  Tomorrow"  on  July  17  attributed  Sukharenko ' s removal  to  the  July  12 
and  one  Security  Council  member  for  the  attack.  The  website 

claims  the  attack  was  planned  with  the  intention  to  "compromise"  Naumov.  The  Prosecutor  General's  Office  is  conducting  the  investigation. 
Comment 


19.  (C)  Sukharenko ' s removal  comes  as  no  surprise,  as  we  had  long  noticed  that  the  former  BKGB  chief  had  fallen  out  of  favor  with  Lukashenko, 
to  report  on  this  development,  particularly  on  Sukharenko 's 
future  and  his  replacements. 

Stewart 


